An exhibition of artworks
from the Art Gallery of
Nova Scotia’s Permanent
Collection exploring how
art and architecture
come together.

Learning Guide

Making Space invites us to explore how
art and architecture merge and intersect in
innovative and often unexpected ways.
Here are some questions to think about:
•

What are the boundaries between
public and private space?

•

How are urban and rural
spaces different?

•

What is the meaning of home?

•

What does it mean to have
a sense of belonging?

•

How can spaces change
with the passage of time?

Jane Buyers uses objects commonly found in
homes to create her artwork. Buyers combines
drawings, sculptures, and prints with everyday
household items.
If you had space to display objects that were
important to you, what would you display? What
would your choices say about your interests,
hobbies, experiences, or achievements?

Photographer, Edward Burtynsky
captures images of aerial views of homes
and neighborhoods situated among vast
landscapes. These views show us how
human activity can change the natural
environment.
What do you see in these photographs
that show how people live, work, and play
on the land?
Can you imagine what your neighborhood
would look like from above?

Did You Know?
Edward Burtynsky flies
in a helicopter to take his
landscape photographs.

?

Want to know more?
Check out our Glossary
of terms for information
about the concepts in
the exhibition labels.

Renée Van Halm, Pauline, 2004. Gift of the Artist,
Vancouver, British Columbia, 2007 with assistance
from The Art & Pearl van der Linden Foundation.

This work by Renée Van Halm refers to
Schindler House/Studio, a duplex in Los
Angeles that was designed by architect
Rudolph M. Schindler. Inspired by a camping
trip in Yosemite, Schindler designed this
house with the idea that two families could
occupy each side and share the common
spaces such as the kitchen, living room and
dining room. Pauline Schindler-Gribling was
Schindler’s wife and she painted her half
of the duplex pink. Rudolph and Pauline
occupied one of the apartments while the
other housed famous artists, art dealers,
dancers, and novelists.

Vikky Alexander creates the
illusion of unusual spaces. She
combines images of indoor and
outdoor scenes, as well as textural
surfaces from both domestic and
industrial settings.
Draw a scene or image in this
window frame. Are you looking
through the window from outside
into a space, or are you inside a
space looking out the window?

Lyla Rye creates tent-like sculptures that resemble traditional portable structures but use contemporary
materials. Have you ever been camping? What memories do you have of sleeping outdoors in a tent,
a trailer, or even under the stars? How is it different than sleeping indoors?
Have you ever built a blanket fort or made a structure you can play under? How did you feel in that space?

Charley Young uses a printing
technique called frottage in her
art practice.
Have you ever placed a coin or a leaf
under a sheet of paper and then rubbed
a crayon over it? This is a type of
frottage! Young did this with fabric over
the front of an entire building! If you
could record the surface of a building
or landmark, what structure would
you choose?

Christo and Jeanne-Claude were an
artist duo who made large site-specific
projects that wrapped trees, buildings,
even an entire island.
What similarities do you see between
Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s work and
Charley Young’s preparatory drawings?
How do these artists use commercial
architecture in their work?

ASK A FRIEND
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What artwork reminds you of a place you’ve visited?
Can you tell me more about your memories of that
place or space?
What does home mean to you, and which artworks
best show those ideas? How would you convey those
ideas through art?

Look Around

What do you notice about the
titles of Margaret Priest’s prints?
Can you find a repeating pattern in
her work? As you look around this
Gallery space, what patterns do you
see in the ceiling, flooring, and walls?

Many artists in this exhibition have used
the process of printmaking to explore the
theme of art and architecture.
What is Printmaking?
Printmaking is an artistic process of transferring
an image from one surface such as carved
wood, metal, or linoleum, to another surface
such as paper or fabric, often using ink.
Printmaking allows artists to make multiple
copies of the same image.
These artists: Dan Graham, Patrick Caulfield,
Charley Young, Christo and Jeanne-Claude,
Margaret Priest have used the artistic process
of printmaking. What similarities or differences
do you see in their prints?

Daniel Young and Christian Giroux combine industrial materials such as fabricated sheet metal
with ready-made IKEA furniture to create their sculptures. Where might you see these different
materials? When used together, does your understanding of each material change?
Can you imagine an object from your home, combined with an architectural building material
like brick, wood, or concrete? What would that look like as a sculpture?

Glossary
Architecture – the process of planning,
designing, and constructing buildings and
structures.

Mitch Mitchell’s images
explore issues of contemporary
documentation of place.

Domestic – Relates to where humans
and animals live, such as a household,
homestead, or farm.

What aspects of his work are
convincing or questionable
representations of place
and why?

Industrial – Relates to spaces or materials
that result from industry, such factories or
production, and usually on a large scale.
Rural – Spaces or environments outside
a city or urban setting.
Urban – Spaces or environments that relate
to cities outside of a rural setting.
Commodification – a system of turning
objects, services, or ideas into objects of
trade (for sale or purchase).
Assemblage – A collection or assembly
of things.

Look Closely
Look closely at Carl Zimmerman’s
photographs. How would you describe
them? They are very convincing as
images of real places, but they are actually
photographs of small sculptures that the
artist has created to look like vast spaces.
Zimmerman is interested in scale. How
does he use it to create these images?

Intervention – An artwork or artistic activity
that interacts with a place or audience.
Site-specific – An artwork that is about,
related to, or responds to the place in
which it is located.
Installation – An artwork that occupies
physical space (unlike a two-dimensional
print, painting, or drawing).

TELL US!
Is there a word or idea we did not define?
Let us know so we can help other visitors
next time! Infodesk@novascotia.ca

John Devlin draws on his memories as a
student at Cambridge University in England to
create a space on an imaginary island near his
home in Nova Scotia.
If you designed your own city what memories,
symbols and structures would you include in
your plan and why?

AFTER
YOUR
VISIT

Alvin Comiter took
pictures of buildings
in downtown Halifax,
in the late 1980s.

Allyson Clay’s series of watercolour drawings
are called Quiet Engagement.
How does Clay convey a sense of quiet
engagement in these images?
How is this achieved in her choice of materials
and subject matter?
What other words come to mind when you see
these drawings?

Using a camera, look
at the buildings and
architecture around
you and take some
photographs that are
inspired by your visit.
Upload them to
social media and tag
@artgalleryns

artgalleryofnovascotia.ca

